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Monthly Breakfast Meeting
The First Saturday of each month, The
Oregon Airstream Club meets at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel . Join us whether
you are a long-time Airstreamer or just
wanting more information.


Crowne Plaza Hotel



14811 Kruse Oaks Blvd



Lake Oswego, Or

•

Next Meeting: August 5, 2017 9am

•

RSVP (if possible): Bill Leppo
(bill@leppo.com)

Wow, how fast the years go by now, would you agree? Just two years ago I took over as
president of the Oregon Airstream Club (officially our new name, as of two days ago). I’ve
loved this role. It’s been so much fun and challenging at times as well. But with a great
board, all things are possible. Dave Pass, my vice president, you had my back every day.
You gave me honest feedback and laughed with me when it seemed like we had to either
laugh or cry. Remember when the member appeared to have cancelled for the rally and
then they showed up and I had to scramble around get their site back? OMG, what a comedy of errors. As many of you know, Dave’s mom needs more care and Dave has decided
not to pursue the presidency of our Oregon unit. But he and Lynn are still one my favorite
member couples ever. Mary Chris Stangland, my dear friend and member at large, you
always told it to me exactly like it is and who could ask for more, even when things were at
their darkest for you? Paul Buescher, member at large, you are the quiet and thoughtful
type. Your words always held wisdom and thoughtfulness, though those words were only
spoken when necessary. Brenda Leppo, my dear secretary and friend, no matter what was
going on with you personally, you were always ready to do your job goodnaturedly and
with such grace. Brad Taylor, it’s all going to be in your hands in a week or two. You know
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this unit, you’re smart and capable and I know you’ll continue it’s success. Just remember, you can’t take it with you! And my last
board thank you is for Judy Smith our treasurer. All of you members might not know it, but this is a very, very big job – checks in,
refunds out, balancing the books, writing up reports. We took in more than 50K last year and that even required a separate tax return. Judy handles all of this with a smile, modesty, patience and perseverance. These two years would have been such a mess without you watching it all. Thank you so much, Miss Judy, I’m glad you are staying on. And I promise to do an even better job holding on
to receipts for everything!

In addition to our old board members, we elected new members at our board meeting at Cove Palisades this year. Rhonda Levine will
come on as a member at large and Norma Massier will serve as secretary. They are both fabulous women with hearts of gold and
minds sharp as tacks. Mary Chris, Paul and Judy will stay on and Brad will come in as President August 1st. I also want to thank the
Leppos for hosting our monthly breakfasts – how fun are they! You are such gracious hosts. Thanks you Susan Taylor for handling
membership all these years – you do a bang up job with a quiet professionalism. Bob Crummett, thank you for hosting our website
and handling all those registrations. You are another person without whom I would likely have gone bananas, And Miss Annie Terry
English, thank you for putting out those fine newsletters and all those emails to members. You were patient with me about columns
and always in good spirits, even when people took forever to get you the articles that you needed! And thank you to all of those who
hosted rallies over the past two years. Without you, things would be so much less interesting, so much less fun, so many fewer opportunities for camping in our great state. Other units cannot believe how many rallies we have – most only have 3-5 per year. All
you hosts are just the best. And thank you to Hal, my husband, who put up with so much cooking, cleaning, time with me up at midnight reserving campsites online, panicking when someone said they had registered but had not gotten a confirmation and they weren’t on my list of attendees, handling member complaints, all the stuff that our loving partners do. Couldn’t have done it without you,
Howl (as our grandchildren call him). If I’ve forgotten someone here, I am so sorry – I’ll wake up in the middle of the night in a cold
sweat and write you a personal note!

As some of you know, I am taking on the role of Region 10 president. When I agreed to do this, I thought “how hard could it be compared to the unit president job?” Well, it turns out to be quite the task as we are finding out here in Escanaba at the International
meeting. But I think it will be interesting and fun in addition to the work aspect. I’ll be installing all the new Oregon board members
at our October meeting and hope to see many of you there! Don’t forget to sign up for this rally as it gets closer. No worries, we’ll
remind you more than once.

What we don’t have is a vice president. Brad will certainly be looking for someone but I would also implore you who are reading this
to consider running for this office. You’ll have two years to train for the role of president and then step right in. The work is rewarding and comes in fits and spurts. If you are interested, please contact Brad Taylor.

I think we’ve accomplished a lot – offering 20-22 rallies a year all over the state and in Washington and in every month of the year
from March to October, fine tuning the all-potluck rally concept with board members hosting each and every one, signing on to the
concept of sharing Region rallies with the Region every 14 years, co-hosting the newbie rally with Airstreams NW, increasing our
breakfast attendance to standing room only, completed our name change with WBCCI, surveyed the full membership twice and used
their responses as a guide to club activities, updated the bylaws, and continuing growth with
new families signing up all the time while losing few members at renewal time.

Thanks for the great ride, my friends, it was my pleasure to serve in this office.
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Oregon’s Four Corners Caravan – First Year NE
Oregon has a very diverse landscape. Over the next few years we will be exploring the four corners of Oregon to experience the
different regions of the state. These caravans will be limited in size to 22 so we can access some of the more remote areas and still
stay in parks with at least partial services. The caravans will follow the format of Wally’s 1950’s caravans with no planned catered
meals, potlucks planned on the road by participants’ choices, a number of roles that we hope people will take – archivist, photographer, first aid, basic mechanical person etc. and we will try to travel as a group as much as possible. We will also have programs and/
or tours at each place we stay. Of course each evening we will have “side-walk cafes” and a brief meeting before we depart on our
travel days. Each leg of the driving will be 100-200 miles with two nights in each park. Since we are booking all of two parks and major portions of two parks, some amount of the sign-up fee will be nonrefundable. That amount will be $75 or less and we are working
to keep the costs as low as possible.
Route and Schedule
The first corner will be the NE and go about like this:
5/14-15/2018 Assemble in Cascade Locks at the Port campground
Spend two nights with a brewery tour and a presentation by the Port Manager on how the community and other parts of rural Oregon have worked to adapt to our current economy. Most folks will have full hookups however five or six trailers will need to boondock with an amazing view of the chute where pioneers who took the Columbia River route circumvented some treacherous rapids.
5/16-17/2018 Wildhorse Resort and Casino east of Pendleton
Again we will be there two nights with a presentation on the agricultural economy of the region, a visit to the Tribes’ world class museum and side trips available to the Pendleton Woolen Mill and the Walla Walla, Washington wineries. All the sites have full
hookups. This is the only park with a few sites with 50 amps.
5/18-19/2018 Mt. View RV Park in Baker City
Wally was born in Baker City, Oregon and worked in the country we will be driving through as a shepherd living out of a sheep
herder’s wagon. We will visit the Oregon Trail Interpretive Center and their Heritage Museum, which Dale Schwamborn mentioned in
his recent article in the Blue Beret. They have a section of the museum devoted to Wally and Airstream. All the sites have full
hookups.
5/20-21/2018 Willow Creek RV Park in Heppner
This park is located on a reservoir with a nice arena design so each site has a good view. We will do an informal fly fishing "clinic" and
have an opportunity to try those skills in the reservoir which was recently designated a trophy fishery. Half the sites have full
hookups and half have electricity and water. We will conclude the caravan the morning of May 22nd and provide ideas for each participant for sightseeing and camping on their way home or to their next adventure.
Background of Volunteer Leaders
Joanne and Bruce were both born and raised in Oregon and have been camping around the state for 47 years together. After many
years of tent and canoe camping for the last 15 years we have traveled in a T@B, Tada, and three Airstreams (27’,24’,22’). Together
and individually we have lead informal trips or tours. We both served on the faculty at Oregon State University for most of our professional careers. Joanne directed the OSU Child Development Center. For the last 14 years of Bruce’s career, he worked as an Extension Service Economist responsible for the counties in Oregon east of the Cascades and taught economics often beaming his classes
into campus from remote locations. He lived during the week in a 1968 renovated Airstream Tradewind and returned home to Corvallis most weekends. Joanne and Bruce have recently retired and are spending four months this year on the road in our 22’ Sport.

(Continued on page 4)
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Oregon’s Four Corners Caravan – First Year NE (Cont’d)
End Notes
We will hold seven places for people who live outside our region until the Oregon Airstream Club opens its 2018 rally registration which is
usually late December or early January. Once full, we will not be managing a waiting list yet will announce if any spots open-up.
Looking forward to showing folks some beautiful Oregon sights,
Bruce and Joanne Sorte
2243

New Members:
ADRIAN & BETSEY CHOATE (2017 Flying Cloud 27’)
SIMRELL, MIKE & MEL (2015 International 25’)
TEVIS, MICHAEL & AMANDA (2016 Flying Cloud 30’)

The Region 10 Rally for 2018 will take place at the Hood River
County Fairground May 30-June 3, 2018 and Oregon is co-hosting
with Region 10. Registration information will be coming your way
in August so keep your eyes peeled for more information. Registration will be limited to 100 trailers so if you are interested, sign up
quickly. There will be 30 amp hookups and water for all campers.

The International Rally will be held in Salem, OR in 2018,
starting around June 20th. You can sign up online starting at 11
am pacific time Thursday, July 27. If interested, you should sign
up quickly again as the sites will sell out fast for this one as well.
http://wbcci.org/international-rally/caravans/rallies/
international-rally/2018-salem-or/2018-salem-or
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Volcanic Vistas Rally, June 9-11, La
Pine State Park,La Pine, Oregon. Cohosts: Woody English & Annie Terry,
Rob & Diane Nicol:

Here are some photos from the Volcanic
Vistas Rally. I believe there were about
sixteen Airstreams enjoying the rally. The
first night was a cool 29deg. with rain, a
little hail and intermittent sun over the
next couple days. Great food and lots of
shakes & “howdies” at the gathering in the
little log cabin and blue pop-ups.—Bill and
Norma Massier
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Farewell Bend Rally:
Hosts—An all-potluck rally, Heather & Davis Cook doing the “Un Hosting”
Farewell Bend Rally, by Heather Cook
Thirteen beautiful silver trailers camped at Farewell Bend May 25 - 29, 2017. It is a beautiful, well maintained state park on the Snake River across from Idaho. The little town of
Huntington (pop. 440), was only 4.5 miles away.
Thursday night we gathered for Yukon Gold potatoes covered with homemade chili and
toppings. Friday night we all went to the only diner in town, Howell’s Starlight Cafe and
Lounge, filling every booth and table. Dinner was Dutch treat and delicious. They will remember the “Airstreamers” as not only did we increase the population by 26, but we spent
a bucket load of money there as well!!
Saturday most of us went back into Huntington for the Lion’s Club annual Catfish Derby
where we participated in the Catfish-Cook-off, voting for our favorite dish (yumm). Several
of the locals had their craft items for sale (Christmas presents) and some of us even bought
a shirt or two! No one was brave enough to pet the catfish in the tank - they were really
big. That night we had an amazing variety of Pot-Luck dishes to choose from (e.g. Moose/
Caribou stew). The night’s entertainment was brought to us by a herd of cattle who got
loose and had to be gathered up by the “cow dogs” who jumped out of the back of a truck
and headed them in the direction of home.
Sunday was a quiet day of hiking (part of the Oregon Trail) and biking for some of us. Originally Sunday night was to be “Stone Soup” dinner with everyone donating a can of waterbased soup, but instead most of us headed back into Huntington for the Lion’s Steak and
Hamburger dinner. We gave our cans of soup to the local Food Bank.
After Grab-n-go breakfast we headed back to our next stops. Good memories of great people!
This was suppose to be a non-host rally but everyone pitched in and so we had 26 hosts!!
Thanks to all from Davis & Heather, two of the 26 non-hosts.
_________________________________
Here is some info on Kiva loans if you are interested in informing our members (I really appreciate
your interest):
Kiva is an international nonprofit, founded in 2005 and based in San Francisco, with a mission to connect people through lending to alleviate poverty. These loans celebrate and support people looking
to create a better future for themselves, their families and their communities.
By lending as little as $25 on Kiva, anyone can help a borrower start or grow a business, go to school,
build school rooms, access clean energy, improve their farm or realize their potential. For some, it’s a
matter of survival, for others it’s the fuel for a life-long ambition. It’s worldwide.
100% of every dollar you lend on Kiva goes to funding loans. Kiva covers costs primarily through optional donations, as well as through support from grants and sponsors. As you are paid back you can
withdraw the funds or relend.
I personally have received not only loan paybacks but a wonderful feeling of connection to the people
I support. I love this program and hope someone else out there will join me.
Questions? 503-835-1207 or go to Kiva.org for more information.

(Picts cont’d on Page 7)
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Farewell Bend Rally Picts (Cont’d)
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