May - 2020

Board Of Directors Message
As interviewed by Rhonda Levine
Mike is the current President of the Oregon Airstream Club. He
and his wife Linda have been members for about 5 years. Mike
indicated that he was asked by then-President Brad Taylor to
consider becoming the group's 2nd Vice President to which he
agreed. Due to circumstances he found himself becoming the
1st Vice President. And then at the end of Brad's term he was
President. He has been encouraged by Terri Warren and by
wife Linda to accept this challenge.
Mike has a lot of enthusiasm for the Club and the direction it is
taking. He knows that it is a great bunch of folks. Mike is
helping the Club move toward growth and success by making
Mike and Linda Able
sure more rallies are on the slate of activities. This way people
gather and enjoy each other fostering communication and cohesiveness. We’re in a time of
change and need to flow with that. He likes talking with other members and getting to know
them.
Mike was one of the founding members of the WBCCI Foundation which accepts donations
from members as well as others and offers them a way that donation can be a tax-deductible
contribution. This body was created in 2017 and had 6 voting members along with 2 ex
officio non-voting members. It is a totally separate corporation serving the philanthropic
efforts of WBCCI members and the public.
The Ables are planning to retire sometime soon and plan even more travel. They enjoy
camping at spots like Casey’s in Westfir, Maryhill along the Columbia Gorge in Washington
and Remote near Myrtle Creek. And they’re hoping to go to the Hot Air Balloon Festival in
Albuquerque. Meanwhile Mike is having a great time rallying with old and new friends and
looking forward to what’s next.
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Rally News
We’ve gotten off to a bit of a rough start with our
rallies this year but we’re hopeful better things are on
the horizon. The Elkton rally (at a private
campground) will take place as scheduled. But due to
legal concerns about COVID 19 transmission, raised
by one of our members, who is a lawyer, the rally will
no longer be an official rally of the Oregon Airstream
Club. The possible liability is simply too great.
Therefore, the Elkton Rally, the Theater Rally, the
Stub Stewart Rally (if the park opens) and the Play
date at Pelton Rally will all be gatherings that
individuals may attend. They will not be official rallies
of our club. For those who have registered for these
rallies, you are most welcome to attend on the dates
originally set and your campsite is still reserved.
There will be no shared meals or gatherings of more
Terri Warren, Rally Coordinator OAC
than 25 people at this time. After you attend, the
amount the host charged for food will be refunded. If you decide that you would like to cancel
entirely, you can do so, of course.
The Bullard Beach Rally (at a state park) has been cancelled by the state. I’m hoping the
hosts will consider postponing this until next year. There are still openings at Stub Stewart (7),
Playdate at Pelton (3), The Bend Brewfest (8) (but not sure the brewfest is happening or not),
Crafts by the River (8), Waldo Lake (2), Pendleton (6), and Year End Rally (41). You can find
exact dates and details about these rallies as well as a place to register by going to
oregon.airstreamclub.net. You’ll find a full list of rallies on the left hand side of the home page.
And thank you once again, Bob Crummett, for doing a terrific job keeping all these
registrations straight. Stub Stewart is a state park, so it’s possible we will lose that one, but
we’ll keep you posted on the website. If it gets cancelled by the state, full refunds will be
made. Pelton is a PGE Park and currently, they have closed all their parks but again, an
update will be forthcoming. Crown Villa is a private park and is still open. Boardman RV Park
and Marina (Crafts by the River) is a public park, and there is nothing about their website about
COVID so I am assuming they are still open. Waldo Lake is on federal land, as I understand it,
and for now, that is temporarily closed. Updates to follow. There has been no information
about the Pendleton Round up being cancelled, so fingers crossed. And the Year End Rally at
Silver Cove is a private campground so will likely be open for us this fall.
I know it can be discouraging to have your rally selections made for the year and have it fall
apart, but I think we should remain hopeful as we move into summer.
For those events that are happening, we need to take careful precautions to avoid becoming
infected with COVID 19. That’s what all these changes are about.
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For starters, the good thing is that many of us don’t need the public restrooms available at
campgrounds, which eliminates one possible source of infection. For now, we won’t be
sharing meals and where meals have been built into the rally budget, that portion of the
registration fee will be refunded. And before I go on, thank you to our wonderful treasurer,
Judy Smith, for all the refunding she has done so far. You are amazing, Judy, and we
appreciate you so much.
But we’re requesting that you do other things as well. Wendy Ware put together some
excellent safety guidelines for the Theater Rally, and I’m sharing them with you here.
Please be respectful of other people’s space. Walk onto another person’s camp site only
after checking that it is OK, and then maintain distance. Shared happy hours should see
chairs of unrelated people six feet apart (we’ll let you sit with your partner, if you have one).
If there are lots of people at a rally, that would likely involve two big circles to get adequate
spacing between people
Please don’t go in another member’s trailer without their express permission - likely forego
that visit altogether unless you have been isolating together already.
If we are meeting as a group it is respectful to wear a mask and/or to take a mask in your
pocket for outings if you cannot separate by 6 feet. The mask cuts down on our shedding
virus to others if we are COVID positive without knowing it (asymptomatic or presymptomatic). A bandana or scarf over the nose and mouth can help too. The point of a
mask is to protect others from our viral shedding and droplets. You may be the judge of
which distance you feel comfortable without a mask, but please be respectful of the feelings
of others, too. A mask also helps to remind us to not touch our faces. Other tips from the
health department, as you probably already know:
1. Regular hand washing: 20 seconds with soap, water and scrubbing.
2. Avoid touching your face.
3. To disinfect surfaces and frequently touched objects (counters, door knobs, handles, etc.).
If you are unable to find a commercial spray cleaner that kills viruses, carry some undiluted
bleach. When needed have a little spray bottle, fill it with 1 cup water and 1 tsp bleach. This
makes a small amount of disinfectant solution good for 24 hrs. After being diluted with water,
bleach loses its potency after 24 hrs. Or use 70-95% alcohol in a spray bottle. Everclear
grain has alcohol is 95%. Isopropyl alcohol comes in 70-99%. For hand sanitizing you want
the 90-99%
Remember, there are plenty of ways to enjoy the area: getting outdoors, on the lake, hiking or
biking.Last weekend, several of us gathered as individuals at the Remote Outpost RV Park.
It was so good to get out in the trailer again, breathing the fresh air of the outdoors. And
seeing old friends and making some new ones was a refreshment of our mood, for sure. We
were still tweaking those safety measures, but I think we’re getting it. I hope you will continue
to want to camp this year; it is totally possible to do it while remaining healthy. Even if you
decide not to interact much with any other campers, it is still so great to get out again.
Take care everybody!
oregon.airstreamclub.net
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Membership Message

Hello members, that last message I wrote was before
March and boy were things different then! While rallies as
we know it aren't taking place quite yet, I hope some of
you have had the opportunity to camp solo or even get
some driveway camping in. Our poor Airstream hasn't
been out since the year end rally last October! I hope that
status changes soon. I would like to give a warm
welcome to the new members that have joined the Oregon
Airstream Club since the last newsletter.

Susan Taylor, Membership Chair

Casey’s 2019

Milagros & Courtney Kraus - Happy Valley OR
Jack & Nancy Goldberg - Woodinville WA
Duane & Marlene Iversen - Eugene OR
Dave & Jan Yutzy - Beaverton OR

Four Corners of Oregon Caravan 2019

KEEP READING
MORE INFO TO INFORM
AND CONNECT BELOW
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We Will Rally Again

Toni Crummett & Linda Grow
Yardzee winners!

Canadian Rockies 2019
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Spontaneous gathering at Likely Place Golf
and RV Resort, Likely, Calif.

Judy Smith, MaryChris Stangland &
Linda Grow at Maryhill 2019
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Bullards Beach Sunset

Theater Rally at Emigrant
Lake 2019

Where is this gorgeous place? Who were these
gorgeous Airstreamers?

Maryhill 2019

Mossyrock RV Park,
Mossyrock,Wasington
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The How to camp in the Social Distancing Era. Remote Outpost

Couples together...6 feet apart from others

Catch up with old friends...6 feet apart

The McClures at happy hour.

We are all learning how to keep our distance
and still connect. We appreciate hearing
from fellow campers regarding their
suggestions how to improve the camping
experience while adhering to our Governor’s
recommendations regarding social
distancing. The traditional rallies have new
norms for us. We are not eating together.
We all need reminders to not gather in
groups, to not enter another’s space unless
invited. We want club members to feel safe
in this era of Covid 19.

Please feel free to contact your board members with ideas about
safe camping. This is your club. We appreciate your input.

oregon.airstreamclub.net
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Spotlight On “THE BUBBLE
Story by Jeanean Craig:
Would you choose to be encased in a Bubble? If you are a spirited, talented
ar=st, named Deborah Bede, that might be right up your alley. Deborah, a
tex=le conservator, and ar=st grew up outside of Chicago un=l the fourth
grade. Her parents then moved the family to Connec=cut and introduced
her to the cultural, historical richness of the Northeastern United States.
Her interest in art and tex=les encouraged her to seek a graduate degree, in
Art Conserva=on, at NYU. She studied every medium, including pain=ng,
ceramics, and tex=les. Her educa=on leads her to London, England, where
Deborah Bede
she interned and eventually did a Grand Tour of Europe. Along the way, she
worked for various museums and cultural en==es. Back in the States, she worked in Boston for seven
years at the Museum of Fine Arts as a Tex=le Conservator. She later spent ﬁve years working for the
Minnesota Historical Society. All of this great experience readied her to open her studio in 1999.
From there, she worked with clients all over the country. It was on one of those consul=ng trips that
she got the travel trailer bug.
One of her consul=ng jobs was for the Na=onal Park Service. She was on a mission for them in KiWy
Hawk, North Carolina, on the Outer Banks when she drove through a campground on the beach. The
thought struck her, "Why am I not staying in my trailer here on the beach." Arriving back in New
Hampshire, her search for the perfect trailer began on the internet. For about a minute, she thought
she might like a Canned Ham. Then she realized that she would only seWle for an Airstream, and the
Bubble was her ﬁrst choice. AZer considerable research, in 2003, she found just what she was
looking for in Tennessee. The owner sent her a mul=tude of pictures and assured her everything was
in working order. He even drove the trailer north and delivered the 1955 California Bubble to her
home in New Hampshire.
Deborah and the seller inspected the trailer together aZer it arrived. It turns out that the
photographs she got were three years old, and the aluminum shell had a rather large gap in the roof.
Everything on the inside had mold on it, and her foot almost went right through the ﬂoor. Deborah
had done her homework and realized that her purchase price was fair even in this condi=on.
She made a decision and began the transforma=on. AZer taking out everything detachable and
unfastening the shell, she and a few neighbors liZed it oﬀ the frame. By this =me, the trailer had
obtained a name, "Ruby." Deborah acquired the help of a local repairman who replaced the wheels,
brakes, and repaired the frame. The frame was sandblasted and painted with special rust-resistant
paint. She then replaced the ﬂoor with marine grade plywood.
The next part of the adventure was a trip to see Colin Hyde Trailer Restora=ons, a famous Airstream
restorer in PlaWsburg, New York. He ﬁxed the wiring, replaced a couple of outer panels and
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reaWached the shell. Deborah threw in her sleeping bag, and she and her dog went camping that
very next weekend.
It was =me to decide whether to restore Ruby or remodel her. Someone replaced most of Ruby's
insides in the seven=es. The ﬁrst thing Deborah needed to do was ﬁgure out the original
layout of the inside of the trailer. She went back to the internet to help her decide what direc=on to
go on the transforma=on.
She found a person in California who was piecing out a Bubble that was the same year and model as
hers. She was able to buy an original icebox, heater, hand pump faucet, sink, and stove. With these
unique pieces in hand, she decided that restora=on was the only way to bring Ruby back to her glory
days. She used various vintage trailer sites to get diagrams of the original layout. She even ran
across original brochures. Luckily, she had a friend who was a cabinet maker who builds new
cabinets to the original specs. Once she had the trailer put back together, it was =me to add her
personal touch by weaving the tex=les for the seat and window coverings.
In April of 2008, she aWended her ﬁrst Airstream Rally with the Washington DC unit; she con=nued
the major restora=on of Ruby through 2008. As in every restora=on project, the job is never quite
complete.
In February of 2019, she decided to make a move from New Hampshire to Oregon. She had not
intended to purchase a home on the ﬁrst excursion. However, as fate would have it, she knew she
found her new home when she saw it on that ﬁrst trip. The house, located in the St. Johns
neighborhood in Portland, has a large agc area that she designated as her studio. CraZsman
architecture ﬁts her style perfectly. Of course, there is a space for Ruby in her driveway. She joined
the Oregon Airstream Unit last year.
Deborah con=nues to camp. She adopted a rescue dog, Fiona, and is spending =me acclima=ng her
new companion to her new surroundings.
Deborah has a web site, s=llwaterstudio.org and also, sells her tex=les on Etsy. Look her up
See next page for before and a/er photos of Deborah’s Bubble.
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Where many couldn’t see the possibilities, Deborah had a vision of a restored 1955 vintage
Airstream.
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Tips From The Road
Submitted by Michael Longacre

Fresh Water Tank Filling Organizer
I placed three holes in the lid to allow any moisture to
evaporate.
1.Essentials Plastic Storage Boxes with Lids “A” ($1.00)
1a. Sterilite 6 quart ($2.94)
2.TastePURE KDF/Carbon Water Filter ($19.97)
3.Water Tank Filler with Shut-Off Valve ($5.97)
4.Camco - Water Bandit ($4.47)
a. Connects a hose to unthreaded faucets or those with stripped threads
b. 1/4 inch long and attaches to any standard size faucet
c. I’d get two of these one for fresh water and one to use at dump stations.

/Continued on next page
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Here are two additional items I have recently added to my traveling RV tool boX:

1. Starbrite – Liquid Electrical Tape
a. Seals Electrical Connections
b. Blocks Moisture & Weathering
c. Remains Flexible After Curing
2. Permatex – Self-fusing Silicone Tape
a. 700 psi strength
b. UV Resistant
c. Withstands Fuel, Salt Water and Acids
d. Insulates 400 volts per mil
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Recipes From The Road

Kansas Cucumbers
All ingredients may be adjusted to taste or to availability.
4+ cucumbers, sliced very thin.
1 cup mayo, or similar, to taste.
1/4 cup sugar, or part sugar / part sugar substitute, etc.
4 teaspoons vinegar (apple, white, rice, etc.)
1/2 teaspoon fresh dill weed (more or less)
3 green onions (leaves and sliced bulb, etc.)
Combine ingredients and refrigerate.
Tasty Layer Dip
8 oz cream cheese, softened
chopped green onions
Janet and Tom Groat
chopped olives
chili with no beans (or use the kind with beans, if you want to. You could mash them.)
grated jack cheese (use favorite cheese).
I use a pie plate and spread the cream cheese on the bottom. Layer the rest of the
ingredients on top in order. Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes. Wrap securely in foil and
a towel to transport. Serve hot with your choice of chips.

Thoughts on Airstreaming and Potlucks
By Janet Groat
On Airstream caravans, there is nothing more fun than looking forward to the evening
potlucks where we can expand our friendships and enjoy tasty dishes.
But for people like me, an introvert and also someone with Celiac’s disease, I dread
the idea of a potluck. Will someone carve crusty bread next to my dish without thinking? Will
someone grab the serving spoon from my gluten free salad to dish out the lovely pasta salad
and then put it back contaminating my dish? Will I correctly guess what’s in each dish without
putting friends through some sort of Inquisition? Will there be anything for me to eat besides
what I bring? Will the hosts encourage people with food allergies to go through the line first?
Sometimes It is just better to grab my book and encourage my husband to head to the
buffet.
But at our last Four Corners caravan, we decided to change all that! It was mostly
heaven with just a few missteps that always happen when people are learning new behaviors.
Our strategy was to:
oregon.airstreamclub.net
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•
•
•
•

Review with all members of the caravan clean food handling protocol.
Ask each member to make a little card to slide near their dish that identified the item
as “gluten free” or “contains gluten.” (Notecards ands and pens were provided at the
Type to enter text
potluck.)
Provide extra serving spoons, tongs, etc.
Invite allergy prone people to step to the head of the line.

It worked out beautifully! No one was asked to change what they intended to bring, just
to label it. But you know what? Some people made a special effort to leave unneeded
flour out of their dish. Some used corn-based elements instead of wheat.
Near the end of the caravan, I was assailed with well-wishers who called out, “Try my
dish, Janet, it is totally gluten free and I think you will like it.” Other people put their whole
recipe next to their dish so all people with special food needs would be informed. (This
would help people with nut, fish, or other food allergies as well.)
My heart grew four sizes those evenings. I thank Bruce and Joanne Sorte for making it
possible for me to eat safely at our potlucks.
Soon we caravaners will be back on the road and I look forward to seeing you at the
potluck!

Editors Message

Rhonda Levine, Co-Editor
As one of your editors I’d like to tell you that we are striving to send out a newsletter at least
every two months, sometimes more often. Our mission is to inform and connect. Now with
Covid 19, we’re also reaching out to help those who are isolated or quarantined feel a bit
closer to others.
The Oregon Airstream Club has decided to go forward with some of the planned
gatherings( no longer quite rallies as some things have changed) where folks will be camping
with others in campgrounds that are open according to the rules of the State of Oregon. We
are to observe those rules closely while enjoying ourselves with friends and activities. You all
know how to be safe...no need to remind you here.
If you have existing medical conditions, concerns about camping with others or just don’t feel
safe in a campground setting, please stay home and take care of yourselves. We will see you
when you are ready. For those feeling comfortable joining us at gatherings, please do. We’ll
be doing everything we can to make outings safe and pleasant and to create an atmosphere
of fun and connectedness.
oregon.airstreamclub.net
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OFFICERS

PresidentMike Able:
klmab11@comcast.net

Directors
Mary Chris Stangland: mc.stang2@gmail.com
Paul Buescher: paul@furzwo.com
Chris Wagner: cactusw@msn.com
Rhonda Levine: rhondaxo@comcast.net

Past President Brad Taylor:
merc52man@comcast.net
First V. President Carol Dion:
jh.cd.dion@gmail.com
Second V.P. William Hemphill:
ndorfn@comcast.net
Secretary Norma Massier:
nmassier@comcast.net
Treasurer Judith Smith:
j.ahr.smith@gmail.com

Membership Susan Taylor:
staylor792@comcast.net
Rally Coordinator Terri Warren:
twestover@mac.com
Web Master Bob Crummett:
bobbyc@advgra.com
NewsletterNorma Massier:
nmassier@comcast.netRhonda Levine:
rhondaxo@comcast.netJeanean Craig:
jeaneancraigresults@outlook.com

In Touch Online

CLUB WEBSITE: https://oregon.airstreamclub.net/
OAC on FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/groups/258127374594525/
REGION 10 on FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1473216976235744/
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